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· Why Key Sustainable Products? 
· Are KSPs required?
· What are the Key Sustainable Products?
· Where are the Key Sustainable Product standards?
· Do contractors need to provide proof of compliance with KSPs?
· When is proof of compliance provided for custodial KSPs? 
· When is proof of compliance provided for construction KSPs?
· What if contractor compliance with KSP standards is impossible?
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Why Key Sustainable Products?
There are hundreds of product categories that can be purchased green and sometimes it’s hard to find the ones that apply to a particular contract.  Even if you have identified the right green products, it is not always clear which green standard should apply.  
To simplify green purchasing at PBS, 10 “Key Sustainable Products” (KSPs) have been identified that make up the bulk of PBS’s sustainable purchasing opportunity.  Clear green standards have been identified for each of these products.  All of these standards meet Federal requirements. A market study was conducted to verify that none of the standards will result in price increases.    
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[bookmark: Question2]Are KSPs required?
All PBS business lines are required to use the KSP standards in new contracts and task orders under Directive PBS 1096.1.  
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[bookmark: Question3]What are the Key Sustainable Products?
Currently, the PBS Key Sustainable Products are:
A. Custodial Products:
· Paper towels
· Bathroom tissue
· Multipurpose cleaner
· Hand soap
· Wastebasket liners
B. Construction Products:
· Interior latex paint
· Nylon carpet
· Gypsum board
· Acoustical ceiling tile
· Concrete
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[bookmark: Question4]Where are the Key Sustainable Product standards?
The standards for each KSP product can be found in the Green Procurement Compilation on sftool.gov under "Public Buildings Service."  They also are listed in the KSP section of the Facilities Standards for the Public Buildings Service (the P-100).
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[bookmark: Question5]Do contractors need to provide proof of compliance with the KSP standards?
Yes.
Examples of proof of compliance include:
· Distributor catalog page
· 3rd party certification
· Certifier-maintained lists of products
· Information posted on manufacturer websites
· Manufacturer Technical Data Sheet (TDS) and Product Data Sheet (PDS)
· Environmental Product Declaration (EPD) and
· Concrete mix design
Contractor proof of compliance with the KSP standards should be submitted electronically, where possible.
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[bookmark: Question6][bookmark: _GoBack]When is proof of compliance provided for custodial KSPs?
The national custodial SOW requires contractors to:
· Submit a list of the specific products they will use to meet KSP requirements before the start of work.
· Annually by October 31, submit proof of compliance with KSP standards.
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[bookmark: Question7]When is proof of compliance provided for construction KSPs?
The KSP clause in the construction clause templates requires contractors to submit proof of compliance with KSP standards at the time other submittals are provided or, if no time is indicated, at least 10 business days prior to the start of work.
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[bookmark: Question8]What if contractor compliance with KSP standards is impossible?
Products with the KSP standards are widely available; however, in the rare event that a custodial or construction contractor cannot meet the KSP standards, the contractor may request a waiver.
For all green purchasing requirements at GSA, waivers are available where:
· The requirement is only available at a significantly higher price;
· The requirement is not available close to the location where the product is needed; or
· The requirement can only be met at the expense of other performance requirements.
If a product for which a waiver is needed is provided by a service or construction contractor, the contractor must provide a short justification to the contracting officer for the contract file.
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