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Overview



EO 13693 Section 3(f) 

requirements for water

Requirements extend targets from EO 13514, added new 

requirements related to water meters and water balance analyses.  

Implementing instructions from 13514 still apply. 

Reduce Potable Water 
Intensity 2% per year

2025 target – reduce 36% from 

2007 baseline

Reduce ILA Water Use 2% 
per year

2025 target – reduce 30% from 
2010 baseline

Install water meters and 
collect facility water balance 
data to improve management

Include water balance analyses in 
contract language

Green infrastructure for 
stormwater and wastewater 

management

Consistent with EISA Sec. 438 
guidance
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Agency Potable Water Use Intensity 

Reductions (2015 Scorecards)

Pulled from 2015 reports at 
https://www.performance.gov/node/3406/view?view=public#supporting-info



Facility level water 
savings with BMPs 
for design, O&M, 

retrofit, and 
replacement phases

Practices

PeopleProducts

WaterSense Resources

Specific fixtures 
and technologies 

save water

Partners reach users 
to change behavior



Products - Look for the 

WaterSense Label

Tank-Type 

Toilets

Lavatory 

Faucets/Aerators
Flushing 

Urinals

Showerheads

Irrigation 

Controllers

Pre-Rinse 

Spray Valves

Water factors are also 

included in many 

ENERGY STAR qualified 

products

More than 16,000

product models have 

earned the label

New! Flushometer-Valve 

Toilets



Flushometer-Valve 

Toilets

• Contain two main components: toilet 
bowl and flushometer-valve 

• Criteria:

• flush volume no greater than 1.28 gpf
(single or dual flush)

• minimum flush volume of 1.0 gpf to 
ensure plumbing systems have 
adequate flow to function effectively

• Facility managers should consult a 
plumbing engineer if they have 
questions about using WaterSense 
labeled flushometer-valve toilets in 
their buildings.

• Prioritize retrofits and replacements 
in women’s restrooms for greatest 
savings

Post instructions for proper 

dual-flush usage



Product Search Tool



WaterSense at Work is an online guide facilities can use to 

manage water use:

Water management planning

Water use monitoring and education

Sanitary fixtures and equipment

Commercial kitchen equipment

Outdoor water use

Mechanical systems

Laboratory and medical equipment

Onsite alternative sources of water

Commercial and Institutional

Best Management Practices

www.epa.gov/watersense/commercial

http://www.epa.gov/watersense/commercial


Incorporate Water into Existing 

Management  

• Measure water use with properly 

installed meters and sub-meters

• Conduct a facility water audit and 

include leak detection in regular 

assessments

• Track water usage in Portfolio 

Manager

• Incorporate water efficiency into 

Standard Operating Procedures 

(SOPs), procurement language, 

and policies



36 best management practices 

• Overview of technology

• O&M and user education tips

• Retrofit and replacement options

• Calculations for potential water 

energy and dollar savings and 

payback

• 14 case studies from all types  

of facilities using BMPs

WaterSense at Work



Checklists

Case Studies

WaterSense at Work 



WaterSense and ENERGY STAR are hosting a joint 

Tackling WaterSense webinar series throughout 2016

Sanitary Fixtures and Equipment January 28th

Outdoor Water Use March 30th

Mechanical Systems May 10th

Let’s Go on an Energy and Water Treasure Hunt July 12th

Commercial Kitchens September 20th

Webinars

Past recordings (including 2015 series with HUD) 
and registration for upcoming webinars available at 

www.epa.gov/watersense/commercial/webinars.html

http://www.epa.gov/watersense/commercial/webinars.html


• City of Boulder Commercial, Industrial, and Institutional (CII) Water 

Assessment Tool and User’s Guide

– www.brendlegroup.com/water_conservation/cii-water-assessment-tool

• South Florida Water Management District Water Efficiency and Self-

Conducted Water Audits at Commercial and Institutional Facilities Guide  

– www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xweb%20-

%20release%203%20water%20conservation/water%20conservation

%20businesses

• Environmental Defense Fund, AT&T, & GEMI

– Water Efficiency Toolkit with Scorecard and WaterMAPP Tool 

http://business.edf.org/projects/featured/water-efficiency-and-

att/water-efficiency-toolkit-2/

Other Water Assessment 

Tools and Resources

http://www.brendlegroup.com/water_conservation/cii-water-assessment-tool
http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xweb - release 3 water conservation/water conservation businesses
http://business.edf.org/projects/featured/water-efficiency-and-att/water-efficiency-toolkit-2/


• Design it right and water wisely

• Use these tips to promote 
smart landscaping:

– Right plant, right place

– Group plants

– Maintain healthy soils

– Limit turf areas

– Use mulch

– Minimize slopes

• Help your watershed by 
slowing water down and 
helping it soak into the ground

Outdoor Water Use

Smart Landscaping 
Practices

www.epa.gov/watersense/outdoor/landscaping_tips.html

www.epa.gov/greeninfrastructure

http://www.epa.gov/greeninfrastructure


• WaterSense Web tool:

– What to Plant Web page

– Water-Smart Landscapes 

guide

– WaterSense Water Budget 

Tool

• Landscape photo gallery 

Outdoor Tools

www.epa.gov/watersense/outdoor/what_to_plant.html

http://www.epa.gov/watersense/outdoor/what_to_plant.html


• WaterSense labels programs that certify 

irrigation professionals who are trained for 

proficiency on water efficiency 

• Three specifications cover irrigation design, 

installation & maintenance, auditing

Professionals

• 20 programs labeled through five certifying orgs  
(http://www.epa.gov/watersense/outdoor/cert_programs.html) 

• > 3,000 professionals certified through WaterSense labeled 
programs

• Recent program changes position WaterSense to add new 
professional types in future (subject to resources)

• WaterSense no longer partners with individuals, but promotes all 
certified pros 

http://www.epa.gov/watersense/outdoor/cert_programs.html


Find a Pro
www.epa.gov/watersense/findapro



WaterSense Partners

WaterSense partners with 

water utilities and 

local/state governments



• Infographics

• Bill stuffers

• Messaging and 

Tips

• Sample social 

media posts

• Articles for 

placement

• Case studies

Partners have access to tools to 

help reach the public



• Dept. of Energy Federal Energy Management Program 

Resources

– http://energy.gov/eere/femp/water-efficiency-federal-buildings-

and-campuses

• EPA Green Infrastructure

– http://www.epa.gov/green-infrastructure

• Water Reuse

– EPA 2012 Water Reuse Guidelines -

http://www3.epa.gov/region9/water/recycling/index.html

– FEMP-Methodology for Use of Reclaimed Water at Federal 

Locations -

http://www1.eere.energy.gov/femp/pdfs/reclaimed_water_use.pdf

– NAS – Using Graywater and Stormwater to Enhance Local Water 

Supplies: An Assessment of Risks, Costs, and Benefits (2016) -

http://www.nap.edu/catalog/21866/

Other Resources

http://energy.gov/eere/femp/water-efficiency-federal-buildings-and-campuses
http://www3.epa.gov/region9/water/recycling/index.html
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/femp/pdfs/reclaimed_water_use.pdf
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/21866/


• National Integrated Drought Information System – NIDIS

Being Prepared for Drought

www.drought.gov



The easiest way to begin? Just start adding water to 
your existing energy efforts!

• Other suggestions
1. Find out where your water comes from – does utility offer 

incentives or other assistance?

2. Find out how much water is being used – read the bill 
and start tracking use/costs (e.g. Portfolio Manager)

3. Take a walk around inside and outside – water audits 
help determine how water is used and opps for savings

4. Determine if more efficient products/services are needed 
– replace/retrofit products, update service agreements to 
ensure efficiency 

5. Focus on the people using the facility – behavior drives 
waste and savings

Quick Start



For more info

WaterSense

www.epa.gov/watersense

www.facebook.com/epawatersense

www.twitter.com/epawatersense

E-mail:  watersense@epa.gov

Helpline:  (866) WTR-SENS (987-7367)

http://www.facebook.com/epawatersense
http://www.twitter.com/epawatersense
mailto:watersense@epa.gov

