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CBECS provides essential, unique information

 The Commercial Buildings Energy Consumption Survey
(CBECS) is the only independent, statistically representative
source of national-level data on the characteristics and energy
use of commercial buildings

 Mandated by Congress in 1977, it has been conducted every 3
to 5 years since 1979

 The 2012 CBECS is currently wrapping up the final stage of data
collection; we are gathering the usage data from energy
providers across the country

« 2012 CBECS final sample of over 6,700 buildings, one of the
largest CBECS ever
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CBECS uses a two-stage survey process

 Phase I: Buildings survey

— In-person or telephone interview conducted by a trained interviewer
— Computer-assisted survey instrument (since 1995)

— Voluntary

— Approximately 30-45 minutes in length

— 2012 field period was ~ 8 months long

* Phase Il: Energy suppliers survey

— Follow-up with energy suppliers for about half of the building cases (usage data
for the others collected in Phase I)

— Historically a mail survey; for 2012, it is mainly an internet data collection
— Mandatory

— 2012 field period began in March 2014 and will be ending this month
(~7 months long)
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CBECS requires a multi-frame approach
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2012 CBECS preliminary results: in recent years, commercial
floorspace has grown more rapidly than the number of buildings
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New commercial buildings are larger, on average, than old
commercial buildings

Average building size by year constructed
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Buildings over 100,000 square feet make up only about 2% of the
building count but about 35% of the total floorspace
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The CBECS building population is diverse and smaller building
types are the most common
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About half the building types show an increase in the number of
buildings from 2003 to 2012

in order of largest to smallest relative growth from 2003 to 2012
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Publication of 2012 water usage data is still uncertain

« 2007 CBECS included experimental
water data collection; 2012 CBECS
built upon that experience
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2012 CBECS timeline spans four years

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2012 Stakeholder meetings Field Update Sampling
Questionnaire design & programming
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
2013

Field prep & training Buildings Survey Data Collection

Monitoring, validation & editing

Flash Estimates — Detailed Tables —
Characteristics * Characteristics
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2014 Supplier Survey Data Collection

Monitoring, editing, weighting, imputation, estimation, modeling, tabulation & data inoculation

Microdata — Flash Estimates — Detailed Tables — Microdata —
Characteristics Consumption & Expenditures (C&E) C&E C&E
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
2015 —
Editing, imputation, modeling, tabulation & data inoculation
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CBECS home page provides status updates

WWW.ela.gov/consumption/commercial

Projected schedule of 2012 CBECS data releases

Building characteristics (BC) preliminary
estimates

BC detailed tables
BC public use microdata

Consumption & expenditures (C&E) preliminary
estimates

C&E detailed tables
C&E public use microdata

Released June 19, 2014

Fall 2014
Winter 2014

Spring 2015

Fall 2015
Winter 2015
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For More Information

CBECS home page | www.ela.gov/consumption/commercial

Joelle Michaels, Survey Manager | joelle.michaels@ela.gov

Tom Leckey, Director, Office of Energy Consumption and
Efficiency Statistics | thomas.leckey@eia.gov

SEY

J. Michaels, Interagency Sustainability Working Group, September 18, 2014


http://www.eia.gov/consumption/commercial
mailto:joelle.michaels@eia.gov
mailto:thomas.leckey@eia.gov

